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 The month of December will go as fast with the number of school days being only 

10. The students have been excellent to date and we will trust the last half of the year 

will bring even greater educational success. Remember to support times for reading and 

homework during the break. 

 Plans are underway for the second annual book fair. Last year you were given 

the opportunity to examine display books and make purchases. The vendors will again be 

offering books at a discount with no profit to the school and school groups. The goal is to 

simply provide a service that promotes reading. 

 The months of January –March are prime hiring months. My goal is to encourage 

staff to stay at AIS rather than move on to new opportunities. A key to teacher retention 

is the relationship staff feels with students and parents. Please be sure our staff knows 

your feelings toward AIS and the impact these teachers have on your student. You are 

our best recruiting assistants. Smile and speak up. 

 This is the season when North Americans take a special moment to give thanks 

and appreciate family. We extend to you our appreciation for the opportunity to enjoy this 

beautiful country and its people. On behalf of the staff, my wife and I, best wishes for a 

wonderful new year. 

Craig L. Paul  PhD, Director. 
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CONGRATULATIONS 

 Demah El Embaby, a Grade 3 student at the 

American International School in Egypt (AISE), re-

cently won first place in a national art competition 

sponsored by Pidilite Industries, Ltd., an Indian 

manufacturing company.  Twenty schools from all 

over Egypt participated in the event, and the final 

judging was held on Thursday, November 13.  AISE 

entered in the first category for students in grades 2 

through 4.  The participants from AISE were 

thrilled when  Demah’s entry, a colorful and imagi-

native painting inspired by space travel and explora-

tion, won first place. 

 The Egyptian competition was part of a 

broader international event.  Demah, her family and 

AISE Elementary Art teacher Linda Stinson are 

traveling to India in December to participate in the 

final round of the international contest. Demah will 

be competing against finalists from ten other coun-

tries around the world.   

 The AISE community is proud of Demah’s 

achievement and wishes her the best of luck at the 

international finals in India . 
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 Over the November 20th -24th weekend our Senior Girls and Boys Football Teams hosted an International 

Schools Activity Conference tournament with teams from Qatar Academy, UAS Dubai, AIS Abu Dhabi and MES at-

tending. 

 Our girls had some bad bounces in the round robin on the first day taking two losses but managed to find two 

wins on day two finishing as the 2 seed for the semi-final. They lost their semi-final game to UAS on Sunday, but man-

aged a win in the consolation game to finish 3rd in a wild finish. 

AIS Egypt Girls lead MES 1-0 in the final minute where MES was awarded a free kick in scoring range. In an unprece-

dented move our sweeper grabbed the ball in the box illegally, awarding MES a penalty kick. MES scored sending the 

game to penalties where our girls made a clutch performance to seal the victory! 

 AISE boys showed class and professionalism by going 4-0 in the round robin out scoring each opponent by two 

goals and shutting out the opposition 3 times. Seif Abdul Kader finished out the round robin scoring 7 goals. Our boys 

won the semi-final match on Sunday to meet AIS Abu Dhabi in the final. 

 In the championship game the AIS Abu Dhabi team looked out matched by the speed and creativity of our for-

ward group and stifled by our defense. With frustration mounting and the score running up the opposition began to 

take liberties with their tackles showing their frustration which came to climax when one of their players, after being 

stripped of the ball, threw it in the face of our tackling defender. Our team showed class and maturity by staying calm. 

The player was ejected and AISE claimed the 2008 ISAC Football Championship with a convincing 6-1 win. 

 The AISE organization team would like to thank all students, teachers and staff of volunteers for their con-

stant support.  Special thanks to all of our students and their families who generously donated their time and homes 

for our guests, they had an amazing experience! 

Thank you for a successful tournament and congratulations to our Girls and Boys Teams. 

SCORES AND MORE: INTERSCHOOL ATHLETICS 

Congratulations to Andy Dailey 

who has been invited, for the second 

year, to give IB History workshops 

at Oxford, during Easter break and 

next summer.  

NEWS FROM IB AT AISE 

 The first semester is coming to a fast close.  For IB Diploma, Certificate and Anticipated students, this means 

that IB mocks and IB exams are around the corner.  IB mock exams will take place from March 15th through 19th.  

These exams count for the IB student’s second semester exam grades.  May 2009 IB exams take place from April 30th 

until May 26th. 

 TOK presentations will take place the week after the El Adha Feast (December 14th through 18th).  IB Diploma 

seniors must be in attendance to present and participate in these presentations and IB Diploma juniors must be pre-

sent to observe these presentations. 

 The final draft of the Extended Essay is due on January 15th.  Diploma seniors should use part of the winter 

break to finalize these critical documents. 

 AIS first semester exams begin on Wednesday, January 21st and end on Tuesday, January 27th. 

 The IB at AIS Egypt has a make-up policy for students in the program.  If a test, assessment or quiz is missed 

due to any type of absence, students must take the make-up assessment the following Monday after school in my room.  

This allows me to monitor absences, particularly on assessment days. 

 I would like to say a word about absences.  IB students must come to school.  I know that some absences are 

unavoidable but the truth is that the most successful IB students attend class regularly and use that class time to its 

fullest potential.  Please do not allow your IB student to stay home for anything other than real sickness or a family 

emergency. 

 On a closing note, I would like to thank the parents of the IB students for supporting their students academi-

cally and emotionally.   The remainder of the year will be a little crazy and your support is needed and appreciated. 



 

AVIAN INFLUENZA:  The school will take all precautions necessary to avoid exposure during the 

prime months of Dec.-Feb. for exposure to poultry in Egypt. As of October 15, 2008, the Egyptian Minis-

try of Health has confirmed fifty human cases of the H5NI strain of avian influenza in Egypt since March 

2006.  Commonly known as "bird flu," the disease has resulted in twenty-two deaths.  Travelers to Egypt and 

other countries affected by the virus are cautioned to avoid poultry farms, contact with animals in live food 

markets, and any surfaces that appear to be contaminated with feces from poultry or other animals.  In addi-

tion, the CDC and WHO recommend eating only fully-cooked poultry and eggs.  For the most current informa-

tion and links on avian influenza see the State Department's Avian Influenza Fact Sheet and visit the web site 

of the U.S. Embassy in Cairo at http://cairo.usembassy.gov.  For complete U.S. Government information on pan-

demic preparedness, please visit www.pandemicflu.gov. 

AVIAN INFLUENZA 
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HS COUNSELING 

 The High School Counseling Office is swarming with seniors as the  deadline of December 1 approaches for 

applying to colleges and universities overseas.  The number of applicants is incomplete as of this writing, but at least 

45 seniors are expected to apply to travel next year.   Then it will be time to focus on Egyptian universities. On De-

cember 16, AISE will take interested grade 12 students to visit the new AUC campus and learn about its programs. 

 

 A note to parents of grade 11 students:  Many grade 11 students want to start taking SATs.  Unfortunately, 

the first SAT after winter break is on January 24, which is right in the middle of our midterm exam period.  We rec-

ommend that students save their energy and  brainpower for midterms and not take the Jan.24 SAT.  The next test 

is on May 6, which we DO recommend students taking.  After winter break, we will begin working with grade 11 stu-

dents on their college planning.  Feel free to call the Counseling Office if you have questions about how to help your 

student look ahead to life after high school. 

 

  In October the AIS Model United Nations team participated in the CACMUN conference at Cairo American 

College. Fourteen students participated and were models of preparation, professionalism and diplomacy. Ahmed El 

Darandaly was selected Best Delegate in ECOSOC for representing Cuba and Mariam Aziz was selected Best Co-

Chair for her work in the International Court of Justice. . 

  27 AIS students, accompanied by 3 chaperones, spent several days in Amman, Jordan, debating crucial world 

issues and honing their diplomacy and debate skills as part of the AIS delegation to the Amman Model United Na-

tions conference. The students also visited sites such as Jerash, the Dead Sea, and Petra. Without exception they 

were exemplars of the professionalism and talent of the AIS MUN Club and were very active in debates, contribut-

ing key parts of successful resolutions. 

MUN NEWS 

   The fifth graders in Ms. Beth’s class had a busy month in Novem-

ber!  For most of October, the students learned about the American 

government. They learned all about the three branches, as well as 

the electoral process. Students carefully followed the events leading 

up to the November 4 Presidential election in America.  They ana-

lyzed each candidate, and wrote about who they thought would make 

the best president.  On Election Day, students got to come to school 

out of uniform, wearing red, white, and blue.  Ms. Beth transformed 

the closet into a ―voting booth!‖  Students even had to fill out voter 

registration cards in order to vote.  Throughout the day, students 

could go into the booth to vote for a presidential candidate, as well as 

several class referendums.  The students enjoyed this fun day, and 

learned a lot about the election process! 

 

ELECTION DAY IN FIFTH GRADE! 

http://travel.state.gov/travel/tips/health/health_1181.html
http://cairo.usembassy.gov
http://www.pandemicflu.gov


 

Dear Parent/Guardian:  
 
     Our sixth-graders have exciting news this week. They have received a Flat Stanley from a class in Crossville, Ten-

nessee, U.S.A. 

    Flat Stanley is based on a book about a boy who gets flattened by a falling bulletin board. He finds that being flat 

has advantages, like fitting in an envelope and going to California. Since Stanley's book is so popular among students, 

many teachers cut out a paper Flat Stanley and mail him to another class. It works like pen pals, only with photo op-

portunities. Each class takes pictures of Flat Stanley in their own hometown to share with the other class. 

     Our Flat Stanley is traveling in students' homes this weekend. He has also been to Sakkara pyramids. We have a 

picture of Flat Stanley with a sign that reads "Memphis," because there is a Memphis, Tennessee in the U.S., close to 

Stanley's hometown. 

Click on 'Flat Stanley Travels' link on the homepage to see where he has been so far. As always, please feel free to con-

tact me if you have any comments or concerns about your child. 

 
Sincerely, 

Deborah Kerwood 

LSC Teacher 
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 The new course, Active Citizen, went on their second field visit of the year to Establ Antar.  Establ Antar is a 

shanty town 10 minutes from Maadi, divided by the Ring Road.  After two years of interviewing each of the 4200 

families living in the area of the most dire, long-lasting need, a school called the ―One Class School‖ was created.  Al-

though the Active Citizen class visited the children who were between the ages of 6 and 15 years old who receive both 

money for the weaving work they do, as well as get a decent education, classes are also offered for  younger children 

and older illiterate women. 

 The purpose of going to Establ Antar was to get an ―inside‖ look at the living situation of some of Cairo’s 

poorest populations and to be part of the solution to helping them relieve this situation.  This was the first of many 

visits to come as a way to get to know the children they will be working with on a more intimate basis.  In doing, the 

AIS students broke up into groups where some were drawing and playing word games with some of the children, oth-

ers actually learned a new game they played with both kids from in and outside of the school, and another group 

started a soccer game with people of all ages and also from in and outside of the school.  Since then, the AIS students 

created fun educational projects for those children to be carried out the next time they go. 

 

ACTIVE CITIZEN TRIP TO ESTABL ANTAR 
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Amina El Sabi 

Karim Belal 

Magdy Abbas 

Mina Amin 

Mirey Bassily 

Muhammed El Az-

zazy 

Nadine Abdel Latif 

Naida Mostafa 

Ruqaia El Tazy 

Saja El Embaby 

Salma Galal 

Sarah Ramzy 

Shada El Sonni 

Tina Barghouth 

Arwa Ahmed 

Catherine Abdel 

Nour 

Farah Mazloum 

Farida Abdel Baky 

Farida El Wassimy 

Hana El Messiry 

Haya Shamaa 

Heidi Aref 

Jeong Kyu Lee 

Karen Ghobrial 

Karim Ghobrial 

Lala Mc. Auley 

Layan El Masry 

Mahmoud El Dirawy 

Mariam Soliman 

Mirey Bassily 

Nada Fahmy 

Nayra Soliman 

Salma Kamel 

Samaa Abu Shabak 

Tayma Tayfour 

Youssef Emara 

Amir Jacob 

Andrew Ramzy 

Demah El Embaby 

Emad Razy 

Farida Saker 

Habiba El Mekkawi 

Hassan Amer 

Ismail Youssef 

Jana Amin 

Malak Ghannam 

Maya Abou El Nasr 

Miral Motreb 

Mohamad Sallam 

Mohamed Abdelnasser 

Omar Abou Moussa 

Omar Hassan 

Rehmat Zafara 

Rumi Kotadia 

Salma Sweillam 

Sean Dempsey 

Seifeldin Ahmed 

Shahd El Sonni 

Sofie Mostafa 

Wardshan Shaheen 

Yazeed Abu-Atta 

Youssef Ramzy 

Youssef Saada 

Youssef Salama 

Yun Seo Lee 

Abdel Ghalil Abdel 

Hak 

Ahmed Hashish 

Ahmed Selmi 

Catherine Bassily 

Creede Burton 

Hana Baky 

Hana Shaama 

Hassan Dajani 

Hussein Adel 

Laila Heiba 

Marco Ghattas 

Michelle Makarious 

Mohamed Swedey 

Nadeen Sobhy 

Noor Duncan 

Nora Helmy 

Nour Salem 

Nourhan Ezzeldin 

Oyku Akin 

Rana Beshir 

Salma El Abad 

Shamel Shafik 

Sherifah Shehata 

Suzan Al Ramlawi 

Yasmine Hanna 

Yassin Soliman 

Zachary Bono 

Ziyad Aref 

Abdel Hamid 

Awad 

Adel Ramzy 

Ahmed Issa 

Ahmed Issa 

Amina El Kho-

dairy 

Dina Possamai 

Farah El Tobgy 

Farah Khariat 

Georgenia Bassily 

Hady Abdel Latif 

Hana El Sarag 

Ingy Abaza 

Jessica Ramzy 

Kesmat Gomaa 

Laila El Khekia 

Laila Gad 

Lara Habashy 

Manal Ahmed 

Mennatalla Zaky 

Nabieh Srouji 

Nabil Salam 

Nada Helmy 

Noor Sallam 

Nour Fahmy 

Randa El Sharawy 

Rawan Salam 

Salma Radwan 

Sara El Kafrawy 

Sara El Messiry 

Sein Kim 

Suzanna Hanafy 

Talal Arsian 

Tarek Abu Nar 

GRADE 1 GRADE 2 GRADE 3 GRADE 4 GRADE 5 

PANTHER RECOGNITION 
 

The elementary Panther Awards ceremony was a wonderful surprise. A total number on 

130 students received their award based upon meeting academic  and social goals. It was 

a joy to observe the pride of the students and parents attending the event, the opportunity 

for even more scholars to be recognized this spring. Set a goal now! 

The program was under the direction of Dr. Nancy Sisung the Elementary Counselor. She 

was assisted by the Elementary Principal Dr. Mary Etta Brown, LSC Principal Cheryl 

Topping and Elementary Assistant Principal Dawn Itani. Special guest Mr. Panther con-

gratulated each student. 
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High Honor Roll (Grade 6) 

Tayam Amar 

Jacinta Bailey 

Virginia Bassily 

Tariq Dabash 

Dana Dempsey 

Alan Deuvletian 

Salma El Azhary 

Rayan El Sharkawy 

Dalia Eldeeb 

Mohamed Kandil 

Farah Mostafa 

Haidy Ramzy 

Sandra Ramzy 

Malak Sekaly 

Omar Youssef 

 

Honor Roll (Grade 6) 

Aly Bahaa El Din 

Jeffrey Bono 

Chantal Contreras 

Omar El Gendy 

5-Rawan El Masry 

Ibrahim Emara 

Ahmed Omera 

Karim Rady 

Joseph Wheeler 

Naomi Attia 

 

Attendance Award (Grade 6): 

Salma El Azhary 

Dalia Eldeeb 

Ahmed ElWassief 

Ismail Fayek 

Hussain Raza Ali Gulam 

Mohamed Kandil 

Haidy Ramzy 

Sandra Ramzy 

Malak Sekaly 

 

On A Roll (Grade 6): 

Hana Hanafy 

Panther (Grade 6): 

Dana Dempsey 

High Honor Roll (Grade 7) 

Ali Abassi 

Farahnaz Abdel Bary 

Menna Ahmadein 

Omar Allam 

Aaron Montgomery 

Nadine Rady 

 

Honor Roll (Grade 7)                                    

Nermeen Aboudawood 

Yoona Kang 

Marina Milad 

Alaa Mostafa 

Enas Rizk 

Hager Salama 

Ahmed Zaki 

Gabriella Makarious 

 

Attendance Award (Grade 7)

Mostafa Elbakly 

Radwa Soliman 

Rana Taha      

 

On A Roll (Grade 7) 

Omar El Hawary 

 

Panther (Grade 7) 

Omar Allam 

High Honor Roll (Grade 8) 

Tamara Abdel Aziz 

Abdullah Abou Selmi 

Krystina Brown 

Kinzi Dempsey 

5-Amina El Sadek 

Lena El-Ghor 

Adam Ghobrial 

Ramy Hanna 

Nadine Ramadan 

Ashraf Ramzy 

Mona Sayer Dayer 

Mariam Shash 

Nahed Salem 

 

Honor Roll (Grade 8) 

Nawal Aboudawood 

Nourhan El Gendy 

Engie Ezeldin 

Farah Ibrahim 

Hong Jin Kim 

Lydia Megalaa 

Farah Moussa 

Mahytab Moustafa  

Abdullah Salem 

 

                         

 Attendance Award (Grade 8) 

Abdel Rahman Abdel Dayem 

Karim El Azhary 

Engie Ezeldin 

Adam Ghobrial 

Fady Girgis 

Mohamed Refat 

Abdullah Salem 

Nathan Sutarasuwan 

 

On A Roll (Grade 8) 

Rinada Kanjo 

Panther (Grade 8) 

Kinzi Dempsey 

MIDDLE SCHOOL AWARDS 



 

 

 

The professional learning activities included the following activities: 

 Elementary Division: In-service with Sharron Reed, National Consultant for Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Interna-

tional: High School/Middle School Library. Sharron worked with our elementary grade chairs in the morning, exam-

ining the elements of the HSP mathematics program. She provided a specific workshop, using the HSP materials, for 

the elementary teachers and grade chairs in the afternoon.  

 LSC Division: The elementary LSC teachers were also part of the afternoon mathematics in-service with Sharron. 

Cheryl Topping, Principal of the LSC, with the other LSC teachers, reviewed IEPs as well as the work which has 

been completed by Doctor Louisa Moats, author of such works as Speech to Print: Language Essentials for Teachers, 

Spelling: Development, disability, and instruction.  

 Middle School Division/High School: Teachers worked on updating and refining their subject curriculum maps in 

both divisions.  

 Arabic Language Departments: Our Arabic Departments from both the middle and high school divisions partici-

pated in a workshop for curriculum mapping of Arabic. 

 MAP (Measurement of Academic Progress) 

Cheryl Topping, Principal of the Learning Support Centre (LSC) and Jerri-Lynn Hainstock, Coordinator of Curricu-

lum and Professional Development, traveled to Madrid, Spain, November 6-9 to attend the MAIS Conference and to 

participate in the second training session for implementing the MAP system of assessment at AISE this year.  

 Chair Training for Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools 

Michelle Kleiss, Principal of the Middle School also travelled to Madrid, Spain. She was asked to participate in a 

workshop which will prepare chairs to lead teams using any of the MSA accreditation protocols. Individuals invited 

to be future chairs are educational leaders who demonstrate high level evaluative and analytical skills as members 

on visiting teams.   

 

 MAIS Presenter 

Marje Miller, one of our KG I teachers presented a workshop at the MAIS Conference 

held in Madrid. Her workshop attracted many international teachers who were inter-

ested to hear her speak about ―Early Literacy—the Home to School Connection‖. 

 Faculty Professional Development     

Several of our faculty members attended major conferences in November. Leah Edens, 

one of our high school English/IB English teachers and Susan Kelly, our middle school 

counselor,  attended the ASCD Middle East International Conference titled: The 

Whole Child: Embracing a Global Vision • November 8–9, 2008  Istanbul, Turkey 
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PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT/CURRICULUM  UPDATE FOR 

NOVEMBER, 2008 

EARLY RELEASE, PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT, NOVEMBER 27, 2008 

Cairo Festival City 

Adjacent to Mubarak Police Academy 

Msaken Nasr City  

Egypt 11371  

Phone: +2 26174001 

Fax: +2 26174002 

E-mail: ais@aisegypt.com 

The American 

International School in 

Egypt 


